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LIBERAL PARTY — “THE CLAN” 
Statement 

HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [6.34 pm]: Since being elected to Parliament, I have been very 
honoured to have been invited along to some Labor women’s—what should I say—events, organised by the 
Labor Women’s Organisation and WA Young Labor Women, and soon I will be going to an EMILY’s List event. 
I am very proud to be part of a party that respects women, encourages women to stand up to be heard and listened 
to, actually listens to them, is present to listen to them, and actually bothers to turn up to listen to women. I have 
to give my thanks to Hon Steve Martin, who does actually stay in the chamber. Hon Steve Thomas, sorry. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: There’s too many Steves! 
Hon LORNA HARPER: There are too many Steves, and too many Thomsons and Thomases! 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: It’s very popular. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: My name is Steve, too! 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: You have to put “Stephen”, otherwise there are three! 
Hon LORNA HARPER: Three Stephens. You are just confusing me now! You are just trying to dissuade my anger! 
The PRESIDENT: Keep going, honourable member, and do not be distracted by the interjections, despite you 
inviting them. 
Hon LORNA HARPER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition, then, who actually is not away on urgent 
parliamentary business at the moment and who actually remains in the chamber and listens to member statements. 
It is highly appreciated. 
Now for the bit about “The Clan”. You can tell that I am fuming, and I am going to say it. This afternoon, I read 
the article in The West Australian. I had not read the 700 pages. I did try; I could not. I never knew the comments 
that were made in respect of women. Actually, I will take that back—in disrespect of women. They referred to women 
as “those”, and I am not going to repeat the comments that were made against Hon Sue Ellery, Hon Alanna Clohesy 
and Hon Alannah MacTiernan, nor will I repeat the comments that were made about the women in the Liberal Party, 
but I will say that I find those comments to be contemptuous and odious. I think for people to stand here and tell 
us that we have pig arrogance, we are a quarrelling and that we should not be tolerated, is beyond belief. My gosh! 
I am trying to not use words I am not allowed to use, but I will call out Hon Nick Goiran and Hon Peter Collier, and—
yes, I will say it, and the President is about to jump down—I will be more than happy to apologise for anything I have 
said once they stand up and publicly apologise to all of the females and the women that they have been abusive about. 
Then I would also call out to the members of that party to stand up and call out how they feel about this behaviour 
and that language, and how they can sit there quite happily, knowing that those things are being said. Thank you.  
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